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A New Wave of Water Fun
What would be the favorite new feature? Who
would be the first to reach the top of the climbing
wall? How far could you swing on the Aquazip?
What would 90 gallons of water feel like, as it
dumped from the big yellow bucket? Anticipation
grew as new features and structures were added.
After months of planning, public meetings,
designing, revisions, presentations, construction
and training, the grand opening of the Fairgrounds
Aquatic Center took place on May 29, 2021. The
new center included safety flooring, a top-rated
water disinfection system and highly trained staff.
Children, teens, adults and families discovered a
place to make friends, be active, develop new skills
and most importantly-Have FUN!

In the first operating season, the aquatic center
offered water fitness classes, lap swim, Marlins
swim team practice and a new swim lesson program
- Starfish Aquatics. A Night Swim, Flick & Float
featuring Raya and the Last Dragon, hosting the
Marlins swim team meet and the annual “Doggie
Dive” rounded out a summer of fun programs.
Compared to 2019, the last year of operation for
the previous swimming pool, the aquatic center saw
a 61% increase in attendance and a 150% increase
in total revenue. The Aquatic Center would not
have been possible without the support of Mexico
voters who approved the Use Tax in 2020.
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NEW BUILDING OFFICIAL
The City’s newest team member,
Andy Fecht, joined the Community
Development Department as the
Building Official in October.
Andy, a lifelong resident of
Mexico, is a graduate of Mexico
High School and received a Bachelor
of Science degree in Biology from
Central Missouri State University.
He has spent the last 29 years working for TEVA
Pharmaceuticals as the facility site general manager.

KEEPING MEXICO’S STREAMS
AND LAKES CLEAN
Every fall, property owners throughout the City face
a common problem - leaves. All too often, leaves cause
an inconvenience for property owners, but they can also
be trouble for the City’s storm sewer system. Leaves can
easily clog up stormwater inlets, pipes and other facilities.
They can also contribute to an increase in nutrients which
discharge to community streams and lakes.

Andy will be working directly with architects,
contractors, builders and the public to explain and
interpret City Building Code requirements. Some of his
duties include reviewing plans for code conformance and
issuing permits for all types of construction, renovation,
roofing, plumbing, electrical and mechanical projects.
Give Andy a call with any building, zoning, or
permitting questions at 573-581-2100 ext. 235.

Reminder To Keep Your
Driveway Clear

In order to minimize the problem of snow blocked
driveways, shovel an open area along the shoulder
of your driveway
entrance. The plow
blades will push
the snow into the
open area before the
driveway. By doing
this, the amount of
snow that may block
driveways will be
reduced.

Emergency Snow Routes

The Department of Public Works would like to
remind citizens about the designated Emergency Snow
Routes and how the City plans to make getting around
on snow covered streets easier for city residents.
There are 13.279 miles of Emergency Snow Routes.
A complete list can be found on the City’s website at
mexicomissouri.net/314/Snow-Plowing-Policy
Emergency Snow Routes are designated by signs.
Residents living in these areas are prohibited to park
their vehicles on the streets during a declared snow
emergency. If cars are parked on the streets during a
declared snow emergency, the cars are subject to being
towed at the owner’s expense or plowed in.
After the Emergency Snow Routes have been
cleared, the other streets will be cleared based on the
traffic load of the given street.

We Need Your Help!
Please help keep Mexico’s streams and lakes clean by
not blowing leaves into the street, burning leaves in the
ditch, or dumping them in an inlet. The City operates a
Brush Yard facility for residents to drop off limbs, grass
clippings and leaves. By taking yard waste to the Brush
Yard, you can help Mexico keep its streams and lakes
clean for generations to come. Please refer to page 5 for
Brush Yard hours and rules.

TROUT PROGRAM AT
KIWANIS LAKE
Mexico Parks and Recreation and the Missouri
Department of Conservation have once again teamed
up for the winter trout program at Kiwanis Lake. Catch
and release dates are November 1 - January 31 and
requires a valid Missouri fishing license for ages 16-64.
During this season, artificial bait must be used.
Catch and keep season opens February 1. All legal
fishing methods are allowed, including the use of live
bait (daily possession limit is four). A valid Missouri
fishing license for people ages 16-64 and a trout stamp
are required after February 1.
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CODE ENFORCEMENT
As fall approaches, Code Enforcement would like to
remind citizens that City ordinance prohibits brush/yard
waste piles in excess of eight inches in height. Code also
prohibits leaves/grass clippings from being blown into the
street or piled in roadside ditches. This can clog culverts
and storm drains and cause street and driveway flooding
and erosion. All brush and yard waste may be taken to
the Brush Yard at 104 S. Kentucky behind the Singleton
Maintenance Building. Brush Yard hours are seasonal.
Please refer to page 5 for Brush Yard hours and rules.
Trash cans, bags of trash and loose trash may not be
stored at the curb. Trash cans may
not be set out more than 24 hours
prior to trash collection and must
be removed from the curb the same
day. All trash must be bagged and
stored in a trash can and set out
each week for collection.
Code Enforcement would also
like to remind citizens that regular
trash pickup will not accept large
items such as furniture, appliances
and large electronics. These items must have a special
pickup scheduled prior to pick up. Arrangements may
be made by calling 573-581-2100 and speaking with the
Administrative Services Department.
All vehicles stored on the street or on any residentially
zoned property must have valid license plates and be
operable. Unlicensed or inoperable vehicles must be
stored inside an enclosed garage. Covering an unlicensed/
inoperable vehicle does not meet City code.
Parking vehicles in the front yard is prohibited. All
vehicles must be parked on a paved or graveled parking
space.

COOKE NAMED
RECREATION SUPERVISOR
The Mexico Parks and Recreation Department
would like to announce the addition of Seth Cooke as
Recreation Supervisor.
Seth graduated from the University
of Missouri with a degree in Parks,
Recreation, and Sport Management
in May 2021.
His passion lies in sports, but more
specifically he wants to shape his
career around adaptive recreation.
Seth believes everyone deserves to
participate in recreation if they want,
regardless of their condition, age, or ability.
In October, Seth completed a 2-day training program
and received his Aquatic Facility Operators Certificate.

PAY YOUR UTILITY BILL
THE EASY WAY

Sign up for Automatic Draft Now
The City of Mexico continues to offer Utility customers
another payment method for your monthly sewer and
refuse utility bill - ACH Draft.
Customers can enroll in the ACH (Automated
Clearinghouse) Draft program by stopping by the 2nd
Floor of City Hall or visit the City’s website to complete
an ACH Authorization Form. This will allow the City of
Mexico to generate an automatic withdraw from the bank
account of your choice. Monthly bills will still be mailed
with the indication “Pd by Draft”
and the amount.
Monthly payments
will be debited from
your designated
account between the
27th and 30th each
month. Customers enjoy the benefit of enrolling once and
never having to worry about a late fee!
ACH Authorization Forms and a voided check
will need to be completed and returned to City Hall,
Administrative Services Department, 2nd Floor by the
10th of the month for ACH payments to be processed that
month.
Along with signing up for ACH, additional payment
options continue to be available to customers including:
•

In Person at City Hall – Pay with Cash, Check,
Credit/Debit Card

•

Mail or Drop in the Drop Box – Pay with Check or
Money Order

•

City Website - Credit Card payment

•

New: MyCivic Utilities App

•

Online Bill Pay through your own banking service.

There’s an App now too!

MyCivic Utilities is available for
download on iOS or Android.

If you have questions, please contact the City of Mexico
Administrative Services at 573-581-2100.
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PREPARING FOR THE “SILVER TSUNAMI”
There is a tidal wave coming and the media is calling it
the “Silver Tsunami.” It is a wave of Baby Boomers who
are hitting retirement age at a rate of 10,000 a day.
Think about that for a second.
Baby Boomers own almost half of all privately held
local businesses in America, so that retirement wave will
trigger the biggest sell-off of family-owned businesses this
country has ever seen. With proper planning, there is still
time to ride the front edge of the retirement wave. If you
wait too long, you risk being caught in a flood of sellers.
One might think that with so many
local businesses being family-owned,
the business will just pass down to the
next generation. However, the rate of
family-owned businesses that made it
to the second generation dropped by
half in the last 20 years.
This trend is consistent with what
we’ve seen for the past 40 years. I’ve
had countless conversations with local
owners who built their businesses with
the idea of passing it on to their kids,
but one day they had to admit that
wasn’t going to happen.
There’s nothing wrong with that, of
course, unless there’s no Plan B. If you don’t like to think
about retirement or selling the business you built, you
aren’t alone. In fact, according to Price Waterhouse, only
23% of family businesses have a formal succession plan in
place.
Succession planning can feel like facing an
overwhelming number of difficult questions and decisions.
It is completely understandable why people put it off.
Are you ready to start thinking about your exit plan?
Answer these four questions to start preparing for the
“Silver Tsunami”.

Who is your ideal buyer? Are you open to a large
national group buying your business? Or would you
prefer a buyer who is going to move in and have a handson, personal role in the day-to-day operations? There is
no right or wrong answer here, but thinking through this
will help a buy/sell broker to connect you with the right
buyer when you’re ready.
Do you have someone on your team who might make
a great owner for your business? If so, think about what
you can be doing now to prepare that person to step into
a principal role. What sort of training
and opportunity can you provide?
What parts of the business has this
person not worked in yet?
Do you need a one-time cash out,
or are you interested in a slower
transition into retirement? Would
you be willing to partner with a firsttime owner in an advisory capacity as
you transition into retirement? This
is called a “bridge deal”. In a bridge
deal, you retain partial ownership of
your business for a few years while
you provide backup support to the
next owner. You can enjoy most of
the freedom of retirement and still
generate income for a little longer.
Do you have an accurate valuation of your business?
Get a valuation that provides a 360-degree view of the
business you built, from inventory and parts to team
members, goodwill and location. Then you’ll know what
you should focus on to increase the value before you’re
ready to sell.
These aren’t the only questions you’ll need to answer,
of course, but they are a great start. The “Silver Tsunami”
is unavoidable. A massive wave of businesses will
change hands in the next 10 years. Answering these four
questions will help you surf that wave instead of being
crushed by it.

MISSOURI AMERICAN WATER - SERVICE LINE INVENTORY
Have you noticed all of the yellow, orange and blue flags in our City’s residential
areas? These flags indicate buried underground utilities and have been placed
in yards in preparation for Missouri American Water’s pilot program to create
a Service Line Inventory. The program is intended to stay ahead of the EPA’s
Revised Lead and Copper Rule.
This study will incorporate a review of utility owned and customer owned water
service lines of homes within our city built prior to 1970 in an effort to identify and
replace water service lines that contain lead and/or galvanized material. Presently,
an estimated 3,900 homes will be investigated. Once this effort is completed,
Missouri American Water will develop a Lead Service Line Replacement program
to replace all lead service lines from the water main to the homes at no direct cost
to residents.
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LEGAL VEHICLES ON ROADWAYS
As traffic has increased and more people are traveling
about, the City of Mexico has been receiving numerous
questions about what vehicles can be operated lawfully
on roadways. The simplest rule to remember is that if the
vehicle can be licensed through the State of Missouri,
it can be operated on a roadway. The three exceptions
typically seen in Mexico are
mopeds, electric bicycles, and
functioning riding lawnmowers.
These types of motor vehicles
cannot be licensed but operators
of mopeds and functioning riding
lawnmowers do have to have a
driver’s license when on the road.
Functioning riding lawnmowers can
only be taken to and from job locations. They cannot be
used as regular transportation. Additionally, every motor
vehicle operated on a roadway has to follow traffic laws.
The Mexico Public Safety Department is continuing to
work on traffic enforcement; that includes stopping illegal
motor vehicles in an effort to keep everyone safe.

HARDIN PARK IN LIGHTS
Look for the beautiful display at Hardin Park after the
Thanksgiving holiday.

PUBLIC WORKS PARTNERS WITH
MISSOURI MILITARY ACADEMY
The Public Works Engineering Department has
partnered with the Missouri Military Academy to provide
a hands-on experience for Cadet Aaron Huynh. Huynh
intends to enter college and pursue an engineering degree.
This semester Huynh is spending a few hours each week
with the Engineering Department learning about the wide
variety of projects and tasks of an engineer.

For upcoming Parks and Recreation events, please visit
the City’s website at www.mexicomissouri.net or visit
“City of Mexico Parks and Recreation” on Facebook.

DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD
City Manager, Bruce R. Slagle,
was honored in October 2021 by
the International City Managers
Association for his 30 years of
service as a City Manager. Mr. Slagle
has been Mexico’s City Manager
for the past 10 years. Leading and
maintaining a successful, desirable
City requires dedication and
meticulous planning during the best of times, but even
more during the worst. Thanks to Mr. Slagle’s guidance,
the City of Mexico continues to live up to its reputation
as a safe, family-oriented, desirable place to live.

Above: Cadet Aaron Huynh is pictured assisting with the making of concrete
cylinders as part of the quality control testing for a new street being paved and
helping Assistant City Engineer Drew Williford on a surveying job.
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MEXICO PUBLIC WORKS WINS INNOVATION AWARD
Pothole patching is a common maintenance activity for
our Streets Department. The City of Mexico has done
so with an asphalt mix made in a recycler, resulting in
an environmentally sustainable solution. This project
found a way to reduce the cost of pothole patch material
while simultaneously recycling asphalt and using an
agriculture-based rejuvenator. The resulting process has
reduced the cost of asphalt pothole patching by about 70
percent. The advantages of making and using recycled
asphalt go beyond just the costs. Being able to produce
small quantities of hot mix for pothole patching when
the local asphalt plant is closed extends the season
for making permanent patches. Using the corn-based
rejuvenator supports the local agriculture industry and
extends the concept of a sustainable recycling alternative.
The City uses a KM T-2 trailer mounted recycle unit
purchased from Crafco, Inc. It is propane fired and
will produce up to 4 tons of mix per hour. Asphalt

FREE FIREWOOD
FREE firewood is available on a first come, first served
basis at the Brush Yard. You must load it yourself; we
are unable to load into trucks or on trailers.
Winter hours: Saturdays 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. beginning
November 20, 2021. The Brush Yard is located on South
Kentucky.

material comes from utility cuts and street patching. The
maximum size of chunks is 12 inches. Some millings can
be mixed in, but chunks seem to work best as they allow
the heat to circulate better, softening the material.
The rejuvenator is a product from POET, an ethanol
producing company, that has a local plant. The
rejuvenator is marketed to asphalt production plants
under the product name “Jive”. One quart per 2 tons
produces a workable mix that so far has been very durable
in patches on the street. The City has about 18 months
experience, with patches now going through two winters
and a summer. Like virgin hot mix, the recycle mix
compacts and sets up hard. It does not remain soft as
many cold mixes do.
The Mexico Public Works Department, Street Division,
won the Missouri Municipal League Members Choice
Innovation Award for their efforts in developing this
recycling process.

WINTER HOUSEHOLD
HAZARDOUS
WASTE FACILITY HOURS
The City of Mexico’s Household Hazardous Waste
Facility will be moving to Winter Hours for the months
of November, December, January and February. The
facility will be open on the 2nd Wednesday of each
month by appointment only. Items accepted include:
oil based paints, stains and varnishes, oils, flammable
liquids, antifreeze, oil filters, aerosols, herbicides,
pesticides, fertilizers, acids, cleaners, alkaline liquids,
fluorescent bulbs, all types of batteries, and sharps.
Please call 573-581-2100, ext. 350 to schedule an
appointment.
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THOENEN RECEIVES AWARD
Congratulations to David Thoenen for receiving the
Missouri Water Environment Association Small Plant
Operator Recognition Award.
David has worked for the
City of Mexico for over
20 years and is currently
a Wastewater Supervisor
holding an “A” certification.
David works on collection
system maintenance and plant
operation/maintenance,
plus any other place he is
needed. He developed an innovative final clarifier
scum collection skimmer, making obsolete the fold up
skimmer that was forever breaking down. David loves
the outdoors, especially fishing, and he and his wife
Connie enjoy camping. He also enjoys remodeling
houses, especially for his two daughters.

REPORTING STREET
LIGHT OUTAGES
To report a street light outage, a street light pole
number is necessary. The number on the pole is located
7’ from the ground, facing the street and will start with
ME followed by four numbers.
This is normally a metal or
plastic tag and the number is
a location number that assists
Ameren Missouri in locating
the correct pole.
When calling in a street light
outage, have the pole number
ready and contact Ameren
Missouri directly at 800-5527583, go to the City’s website
www.mexicomissouri.net and go to Services, Report
Concern and complete the request tracker or contact
the City at 573-581-2100, ext. 315. Please remember,
Ameren Missouri requires that a pole number be
obtained to locate the correct street light.

CHRISTMAS TREE PICK-UP
Christmas Tree pick-up
will be Wednesday, January
12 and Thursday, January
13, 2022. Please place the
tree at curbside next to
your driveway. No artificial
trees, wreaths, trimmings
or lights.
For more information or to schedule a pickup, please
call 573-581-2100, ext. 315.

ANIMAL LICENSE FOR 2022
Don’t forget to register your dog, cat or ferret with
the City of Mexico. Owners may obtain a 2022 license
from the City Collector. The license fee is $5.00 per
animal for spayed/neutered animals or $10.00 for non
spayed/neutered animals. The tag must be secured
to the collar or harness of the animal and worn at all
times.
Owners will also need to have their dog, cat or
ferret that is four (4) months old and older obtain a
rabies vaccination and a booster vaccination within
twelve (12) months of
the initial vaccination.
All vaccinations are to
be administered by a
veterinarian.
Applications for the
license can be obtained
from Administrative Services, 2nd Floor City Hall.

City of Mexico, Missouri
300 North Coal Street
Mexico, MO 65265

HOLIDAY TRASH SCHEDULE

City of Mexico Offices will be closed on the
following days in observance of Holidays:
Wednesday at Noon, Thursday and Friday
November 24, 25, 26, 2021 - Thanksgiving
Friday, December 24, 2021 - Christmas Holiday
Friday, December 31, 2021 - New Year’s Day Holiday
Monday, January 17, 2022 - Martin Luther King Day
Monday, February 21, 2022 - Presidents’ Day

SMOKE ALARMS
•

Three out of five home fire deaths
result from fires in properties
without working smoke alarms.
• More than one-third (37%) of home
fire deaths result from fires in which
no smoke alarms are present.
• The risk of dying in a home fire is cut in half in
homes with working smoke alarms.
Mexico Department of Public Safety (DPS) has smoke
alarms available to those who need them. DPS will install
them for seniors and disabled residents. Please call
573-581-2100 and schedule an appointment.
Bruce Slagle, City Manager

The Holidays are rapidly approaching.
The Holiday Trash Schedule is:
•

Thanksgiving Week - Normal Schedule

•

Christmas Week - Normal Schedule

•

New Year’s Week - Normal Schedule

CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS
2021-2022
Mayor: Chris Miller
Chairman Pro Tem: Vicki Briggs
Council Members
Chris Williams
Dr. Ayanna Shivers
Steve Haag

City Hall 573-581-2100

Mexico Animal Shelter, 101 S. Morris, 573-581-0779

Marcy LeCount, City Clerk

Municipal Court, 573-581-2100, ext. 247, Gigi Isaza, Court Clerk

Roger D. Haynes, Deputy City Manager/Administrative Svc.

Public Safety

Russell Runge, Assistant City Manager/Economic Development

Susan Rockett, Chief of Police

Rita Jackson, Director of Community Development

Emergency: 911

Kensey Russell, Director of Public Works/City Engineer

Non Emergency: 573-473-5800

Chad Shoemaker, Director of Parks & Recreation

Tip Hotline: 800-392-TIPS (8477) CrimeStoppers

